Thursday, April 8, 2004
Daniel 3:1 - 4:37

As we begin reading chapter 3, we might be tempted to look for the subtitle, “How to Louse Up A Great Job”. After all, the three men had the plush position of Advisor to the King; they ate the best food, sat in the best chairs, enjoyed the confidence of the men in power, and the people admired them. Why mess it up by refusing to bow to an idol that was not a god? What harm could it do?

God wanted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to make statement about Him, and what a statement He had in mind! Acting according to their faith in God instead of human fear or practicality, the men stood firm in spite of the threat of death. Their faithfulness was so complete that they told the king that if God did not save them from death, He God would still be their Lord. 


The pre-incarnate Christ was the fourth “man” in the furnace with them. He walked with them in the fire, protecting them from even a singe on their clothing. After their rescue, God’s purpose became clear—Nebuchadnezzar acknowledged the power and presence of the true God! 


How many times does God place us in situations in which we must choose whether to stand for Him or shy away from what we fear might be an embarrassing situation? When challenged to stand for Christ, He may not always rescue us from embarrassment or rejection, but the people observing us will always see a message. When they wonder if Christ is worth investigating for their lives, will they see in us a reason to say “YES”?


Nebuchadnezzar did not worship the true God. In fact, his many prayers to his gods may have been an effort to hide his own self-pride. The king was a great leader of a great nation. His capital and its surrounding area was protected by a wall 56 miles long that was wide enough to accommodate a chariot pulled by four horses. He built one of the famous Seven Wonders of the World, the Hanging Gardens of Babylon. Babylonian mathematicians and astronomers made revolutionary discoveries and advancements. However, historian Will Durant, wrote that “Nearly all the bricks so far recovered from the site of Babylon bear the proud inscription: ‘I am Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon’.” The king may have acknowledged God’s existence and power, but he did not bow to Him, though the prophets had long taught that his success was due to God’s work, not his own. 
